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There broke out soon the usual quarrel over the
contending claims of the two Houses. Ministers who
had grown used to carrying legislation through a
single chamber in war-time conditions resented amend-
ments : and it was unfortunate that although every
minister in charge of a Bill for the Senate had the
right of speaking and voting there, none was chosen
from that House. The only serious conflict has been
over a measure of great importance. Ireland deter-
mined to remodel its whole judicial system. The
unpaid magistracy was abolished with general approval,
and paid justices were appointed for every district.
The Judicature Act proposed to increase -the power of
these local tribunals and also of the County Courts ;
and in general to decentralise legal business and
cheapen it. Lord Glenavy was chairman of the Com-
mittee which drafted the recommendations on which
the Bill was framed: and not unnaturally in the
Senate he resented departures from the course recom-
mended. Fear was expressed that steps would be
taken to emphasise unnecessarily the breach with the
past: and that wig and gown would be discarded,
and kilts perhaps presented for pleaders. It does not,
however, seem probable that Ireland will make any
violent departure from any part of the tradition
which it liked, and-O'ConnelTs memory will protect
much more than the garb which he wore.
In essence it seems quite clear that Ireland of the
Free State recognises its character as a mixed race
and is perfectly willing to give equal rights and
chances to all its citizens. The Governor-General,
Mr. Healy, is in truth more typical of the country at
large than are most of the ministers, for their associa-
tions have been much narrower than his. At th£
moment the course of events, rather than the deliberate
choice of the people, has put into power a group that
represents solely the element in Ireland which has
for many generations been the ruled, not the rulers-;
but it is certain that, on terms of equal citizenship,

